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Spanish America has produced numerous "folk saints" -- venerated figures regarded as miraculous but not
officially recognized by the Catholic Church. Some of these have huge national cults with hundreds --
perhaps millions -- of devotees. In this book Frank Graziano provides the first overview in any language of
these saints, offering in-depth studies of the beliefs, rituals, and devotions surrounding seven representative
figures. These case studies are illuminated by comparisons to some hundred additional saints from
contemporary Spanish America. Among the six primary cases are Difunta Correa, at whose shrines devotees
offer bottles of water and used auto parts in commemoration of her tragic death in the Argentinean desert.
Gaucho Gil is only one of many gaucho saints, whose characteristic narrative involves political injustice and
Robin-Hood crimes on behalf of the exploited people. The widespread cult of the Mexican saint Nino
Fidencio is based on faith healing performed by devotees who channel his powers. Nino Compadrito is an
elegantly dressed skeleton of a child, whose miraculous powers are derived in part from an Andean belief in
the power of the skull of one who has suffered a tragic death. Graziano draws upon site visits and extensive
interviews with devotees, archival material, media reports, and documentaries to produce vivid portraits of
these fascinating popular movements. In the process he sheds new light on the often fraught relationship
between orthodox Catholicism and folk beliefs and on an important and little-studied facet of the dynamic
culture of contemporary Spanish America.
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From reader reviews:

Glenna Monaghan:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Cultures of Devotion: Folk Saints of Spanish
America. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how
is important any book Cultures of Devotion: Folk Saints of Spanish America. You can add understanding
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Sergio Kelley:

This Cultures of Devotion: Folk Saints of Spanish America tend to be reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Cultures of Devotion: Folk Saints of Spanish
America can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Cultures of Devotion: Folk Saints of Spanish America forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

James Labrecque:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Cultures of Devotion: Folk Saints of Spanish America the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each
and every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never
get before. The Cultures of Devotion: Folk Saints of Spanish America giving you yet another experience
more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now
let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Rigoberto Stansell:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Cultures of Devotion: Folk Saints of
Spanish America that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit
all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but
for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your



good habit, you may pick Cultures of Devotion: Folk Saints of Spanish America become your current starter.
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