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I was born Esther Stiller in 1925 and was only nine months old when my father died. My brother, sister, and
I were raised by our mother with help from the very supportive Jewish community in Kalisz, Poland. In
1940, at age fifteen, I had a new dress which was sent as a gift from relatives in America. This was special
and not something that happened every day. I wanted to show my girlfriend, so I went to her home, and as
teenagers sometimes do, she wanted me to sleep over. While I was away with my Christian friend, the
Jewish families were herded together and locked up in a single large room–similar to a gym–of a multi-
storied building. The next day, I was able to slip away to a nearby farm, where people gave me food and
allowed me to stay. I told them I had come from Warsaw, which by that time had been bombed by the Nazis.
I gave them a typical gentile name, Edwarda Opatowska, and pretended to be Catholic. Something told me
not to ask what had happened to my family and the Jews of my city. I wandered around not knowing what to
do—I was 15 years old, alone and afraid. At the railroad station, I saw a large group of about 300 Poles, who
I learned were being taken to work in Germany. I knew they were not Jews, so when they boarded the train, I
filed on with them. At Breslau we got off the train and were lined up to receive physical exams and shots,
then given work assignments. When my turn came, I gave my assumed name of Edwarda Opatowska and
told them I had lost my identification papers. Although I was very frightened, there were no particular
problems as they proceeded with the exam and the shots, assigned me to farm labor in Germany, and
arranged my transportation. I never stopped wondering what happened to my mother, brother, and sister. I
only knew [what I heard from] German propaganda. If the Nazis won the war, I was thinking of taking rat
poison and killing myself. Being with Catholic farmers, I went to church with the rest of the workers. From
the religion classes in Poland’s public schools, I had learned enough about liturgy and ritual to convince the
Germans and my fellow Poles that I was Catholic. When the priest saw tears in my eyes, he thought it was
because I was devout in my faith, but I was really feeling guilty about making believe I was something I
wasn’t. An average day on the farm began at 4:30 a.m. and didn’t end until 10:00 p.m. Just as the Jews were
forced to wear the Star of David sewn on their clothing, the Poles were required to wear a “P” on their
clothes so the townsfolk would know we were from Poland. Some local people considered themselves better
than us and treated us horribly. One day the priest saw what was happening and gave them a piece of his
mind. It felt wonderful to have someone stand up for us.
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From reader reviews:

Rolando Gil:

The book Edwarda Opatowska Saved My Life!: The Real Life Story of Jewish Holocaust Survivor Esther
Schiff (A BOOK by ME) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make
your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book Edwarda Opatowska Saved My Life!:
The Real Life Story of Jewish Holocaust Survivor Esther Schiff (A BOOK by ME) being your habit, you can
get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some
or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a book Edwarda Opatowska Saved My
Life!: The Real Life Story of Jewish Holocaust Survivor Esther Schiff (A BOOK by ME). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Tara Smith:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for us. The book Edwarda Opatowska Saved My Life!: The
Real Life Story of Jewish Holocaust Survivor Esther Schiff (A BOOK by ME) had been making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you.
The reserve Edwarda Opatowska Saved My Life!: The Real Life Story of Jewish Holocaust Survivor Esther
Schiff (A BOOK by ME) is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
together with the book Edwarda Opatowska Saved My Life!: The Real Life Story of Jewish Holocaust
Survivor Esther Schiff (A BOOK by ME). You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Judith Bradshaw:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Edwarda Opatowska Saved My Life!: The Real Life Story of Jewish
Holocaust Survivor Esther Schiff (A BOOK by ME) book is readable by you who hate the straight word
style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with Edwarda Opatowska
Saved My Life!: The Real Life Story of Jewish Holocaust Survivor Esther Schiff (A BOOK by ME) content
conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Edwarda Opatowska Saved My Life!:
The Real Life Story of Jewish Holocaust Survivor Esther Schiff (A BOOK by ME) is not loveable to be your
top listing reading book?



Pauline Browne:

The reason why? Because this Edwarda Opatowska Saved My Life!: The Real Life Story of Jewish
Holocaust Survivor Esther Schiff (A BOOK by ME) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other
book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having
that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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