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Figures of Play explores the reflexive aspects of ancient theatrical culture across genres. Fifth century
tragedy and comedy sublimated the agonistic basis of Greek civilization in a way that invited the community
of the polis to confront itself. In the theatre, as in the courts and assemblies, a significant subset of the
Athenian public was spectator and judge of contests where important social and ideological issues were
played to it by its own members. The "syntax" of drama is shown to involve specific "figures of play"
through which the theatrical medium turns back on itself to study the various contexts of its production.
Greek tragedy and comedy were argued to be tempermentally metafictional in that they are always involved
in recycling older fictions into contemporary scenarios of immediate relevance to the polis. The
phemonenology of this process is discussed under three headings, each a "figure of play": 1) surface play--
momentary disruption of the theatrical pretense through word, sign, gesture; 2) mise en abyme--a mini-
drama embedded in a larger framework; 3) contrafact--an extended remake in which one play is based on
another. Following three chapters in which this framework is set forth and illustrated with concrete examples
there are five case studies named after the protagonists of the plays in question: Aias, Pentheus, Tereus,
Bellerophontes, Herakles. Hence the other meaning of "figures of play" as stage figures. In the second
section of the book on "the Anatomy of Dramatic Fiction," special attention is paid to the interaction
between genres. In particular, Aristophanic comedy is shown to be engaged in an intense rivalry with tragedy
that underscores the different ways in which each genre deployed its powers of representation. Tragedy
refashions myth: in Bakkhai, for example, it is argued that Euripides reinvented Dionysis to be specifically a
theatrical god, a symbol of tragedy's powers of representation. Comedy refashions tragedy: in a series of
utopian comedies, Aristophanes re-enacts a tragic scenario in a way that revals comedy as a superior means
of solving political and social crisis.
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From reader reviews:

Glenn Hancock:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Figures of Play: Greek Drama and
Metafictional Poetics, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Brenda Wright:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book
like comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Figures of Play: Greek
Drama and Metafictional Poetics that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for
the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who
want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Figures of Play: Greek Drama and
Metafictional Poetics become your own personal starter.

Esther Belote:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Figures of Play: Greek Drama and Metafictional Poetics
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Jennifer Fields:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several
books in the top record in your reading list is usually Figures of Play: Greek Drama and Metafictional
Poetics. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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