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"Scripture" is no longer an absolute. In the last two centuries, as Westerners have become more keenly
conscious of the historical character of their own biblical documents, they have also realized the normative
function of scripture in other traditions. W.C. Smith's vastly erudite work asks how it is that certain texts
have so seeped into human life - in a rich, complex and powerful way - as to be deemed sacred. Examining
the history and use of scripture in the world's major religious traditions, he shows how and why scripture
continues to carry momentous and at times appalling power in human affairs. That dynamic instability, that
irrepressible process, and that stubborn pluralism are not simply modern embarrassments to believers.
Rather, for Smith, they provide the essential clues to what "scripture" is. Smith first illustrates, by a
fascinating look at the Song of Songs, how texts have both come into and passed out of their status as
"scripture." He shows how one text has been differently deemed in Judaism and Christianity and strikingly
variously interpreted in different settings and epochs. In ensuing chapters that explore the Jewish, Islamic,
Hindu, Buddhist, and other instances, Smith lays bare the diverse strands of a complex historical process of
scripture and its modern newly self-conscious phase. In the end, Smith's creative proposal is valuable not
only for showing what it means to hold a text as sacred, or to treasure another's scripture, but also for the
light it sheds in a troubled culture on what it means to be human.
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From reader reviews:

Therese McGaha:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This What is Scripture?
(Political Thought) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

John Stanley:

This book untitled What is Scripture? (Political Thought) to be one of several books which best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Antonio Beeler:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually What is Scripture? (Political Thought) why because the excellent
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Louis Hudson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like What is Scripture? (Political
Thought) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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