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Historical accounts of Jewish violence--particularly against Christians--have long been explosive material.
Some historians have distorted these records for anti-Semitic purposes. Others have discounted, dismissed,
or simply ignored the evidence, often for apologetic purposes.

In Reckless Rites, Elliott Horowitz takes a new and forthright look at both the history of Jewish violence
since late antiquity and the ways in which generations of historians have grappled with that history. In the
process, he has written the most wide-ranging book on Jewish violence in any language, and the first to fully
acknowledge and address the actual anti-Christian practices that became part of the playful, theatrical
violence of the Jewish festival of Purim. He has also examined the different ways in which the book of
Esther, upon which the festival is based, was used by Jews and Christians over the centuries--whether as an
ancient mirror of modern tribulations or as the scriptural basis for anti-Semitic claims regarding the
bloodthirstiness of the Jews.

Reckless Rites reassesses the historical interpretation of Jewish violence--from the alleged massacre of
thousands of Christians in seventh-century Jerusalem to later medieval attacks on Christian symbols such as
the crucifix, transgressions that were often committed in full knowledge that their likely consequence would
be death.

A book that calls for major changes in the way that Jewish history is written and conceptualized, Reckless
Rites will be essential reading for scholars and students of history, religion, and Jewish-Christian relations.
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From reader reviews:

Adrian Woodson:

The book Reckless Rites: Purim and the Legacy of Jewish Violence (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the
Ancient to the Modern World) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Reckless Rites: Purim and the Legacy
of Jewish Violence (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World)? Several of you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Reckless Rites: Purim and the Legacy of
Jewish Violence (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) has simple shape
but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Bert Gomes:

This Reckless Rites: Purim and the Legacy of Jewish Violence (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the
Ancient to the Modern World) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will
get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. That Reckless
Rites: Purim and the Legacy of Jewish Violence (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the
Modern World) without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Reckless Rites: Purim and the Legacy of Jewish Violence (Jews,
Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) can bring once you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This Reckless Rites: Purim and the Legacy of Jewish Violence (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from
the Ancient to the Modern World) having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really
feel uninterested in reading.

Brian Crafton:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Reckless Rites: Purim and the
Legacy of Jewish Violence (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World), you are
able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading
friends.



Frances Stone:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Reckless Rites: Purim
and the Legacy of Jewish Violence (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World)
which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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