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In Relating to God: Clinical Psychoanalysis, Spirituality, and Theism, Dan Merkur conceptualizes religious
discourse within psychoanalysis. He proposes that God be treated as a transferential figure whose analysis
leads to a reduction of the parental content that is projected onto God. Merkur notes that religious conversion
experiences regularly involve theological intuitions that are either rational or, owing to morbid
complications, have undergone displacement into irrational symbolism. Analysis renders the religiosity more
wholesome.

Traditionally, psychoanalytic thought has been dismissive of religion. Freud is on record, however, as having
called psychoanalysis a neutral procedure. He argued that religion, with its dependency on a providential
God who punishes disobedience, imagines spirituality on the model of human parents and fails to approach
spirituality in an appropriately scientific manner. He wrote little of spiritual phenomena, but mentioned both
the rationality of the universe and the parapsychological occurrence of thought transference.

Occasionally, later psychoanalysts used different language in order to contrast wholesome and morbid forms
of religion. Erich Fromm distinguished authoritarian and humanistic religions, while D. W. Winnicott
condemned fetishistic behavior while approving of playful illusions that require “belief-in.” These
formulations constructed a middle position for clinicians, neither categorically opposed to religion as
classical psychoanalysis was, nor do they embrace cultural relativity as “spiritually oriented”
psychotherapists are currently advocating.

What sorts of spiritual practices does psychoanalysis find unobjectionable? As examples of humanistic
religion, Fromm named Zen Buddhism, Buddhist mindfulness meditation, and the via negativa or “way of
negating” that some Christian and Jewish mystics have followed. Because the Bible-based approaches are
little known, Merkur discusses their histories, procedures, and psychoanalytic understanding.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Smith:

This Relating to God: Clinical Psychoanalysis, Spirituality, and Theism (New Imago) are reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Relating to God: Clinical
Psychoanalysis, Spirituality, and Theism (New Imago) can be one of several great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that possibly will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Relating to God: Clinical Psychoanalysis,
Spirituality, and Theism (New Imago) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving
you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

James Mendoza:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of
them is this Relating to God: Clinical Psychoanalysis, Spirituality, and Theism (New Imago).

Garland Thorpe:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Relating to God: Clinical
Psychoanalysis, Spirituality, and Theism (New Imago), you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you
still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Angel Sullivan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
know that reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update



in relation to something by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of
them are these claims Relating to God: Clinical Psychoanalysis, Spirituality, and Theism (New Imago).
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