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The Golden Ham, first published in 1956, recounts the career of entertainer and comedian Jackie Gleason
(1916-1987) from his beginnings in show-business to the mid-1950s when he was at the peak of his early
success with The Honeymooners.

From the book's dust jacket: In his foreword, author Jim Bishop says of Jackie Gleason that when the
comedian read the manuscript for the first time “he did not ask that anything be either omitted or altered.
And yet there were parts of this biography that made him wince.” For The Golden Ham is candid biography.
To it Mr. Bishop brought his painstaking interest in detail, his reporter’s curiosity, his layman’s interest in
the world of the theater, and his detachment. And most important, he began and ended his job with Jackie
Gleason’s guarantee that nothing Bishop wrote would be censored. The result is a kind of theatrical
biography that is entirely new and, like Gleason himself, is made up of a great deal of a great many things.
As Bishop says: “There are several Jackie Gleasons. I know some of them. There is Gleason the comedian.
Millions know him, and he’s a great talent. Then there is Gleason the producer and Gleason the writer. Some
people know these...Gleason the businessman-second-rate, but he thinks he’s good at it – and then there is
Gleason the thinker (apt and fast) and Gleason the man (fat, out of shape, but light on his feet) and Gleason
the tenement-house kid from Brooklyn (nervy and not a bit surprised that he’s on top) and Gleason the lover,
Gleason the musician, Gleason the moody, and Gleason the lonely, tormented soul.” This is a book about
Jackie Gleason. If you like him, it may make you like him more, or less, depending on the kind of person you
are. If you never liked him, it may change your mind a little. If you never had any special attitude toward
Jackie Gleason, you will have one by the time you have finished this book.

Gleason, a 4-pack-a-day smoker, passed away at his home in Florida on June 24, 1987.
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From reader reviews:

Thersa Davenport:

This book untitled The Golden Ham: A Candid Biography of Jackie Gleason to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Laurel Ramer:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Golden Ham: A
Candid Biography of Jackie Gleason which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's find.

Daniel Moore:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This guide The Golden Ham: A Candid Biography of Jackie Gleason was filled
with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you
can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Lorene Lord:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Golden Ham: A Candid Biography of Jackie
Gleason was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Golden Ham: A
Candid Biography of Jackie Gleason has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of
book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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