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Wael B. Hallaq boldly argues that the “Islamic state,” judged by any standard definition of what the modern
state represents, is both an impossible and inherently self-contradictory concept. Comparing the legal,
political, moral, and constitutional histories of pre-modern Islam and Euro-America, he finds the adoption
and practice of the modern state to be highly problematic for modern Muslims. He then conducts a more
expansive critique of modernity’s moral predicament, which renders impossible any project resting solely on
ethical foundations.

The modern state not only suffers from serious legal, political, and constitutional issues, Hallaq argues, but it
also, by its very nature, fashions a subject inconsistent with what it means to be, or to live as, a Muslim. By
Islamic standards, the state’s technologies of the self are severely lacking in moral substance, and the
Muslim state, as Hallaq shows, has done little to advance an acceptable form of genuine Shari‘a governance.
The Islamists' constitutional battles in Egypt and Pakistan, the Islamic legal and political failures of the
Iranian Revolution, and similar disappointments underscore this fact. Nevertheless, the state remains the
favored template of the Islamists and the ulama (Muslim clergymen). Providing Muslims with a path toward
realizing the good life, Hallaq turns to the rich moral resources of Islamic history. Along the way, he proves
political and other “crises of Islam” are not unique to the Islamic world nor to the Muslim religion. These
crises are integral to the modern condition of both East and West, and recognizing such parallels enables
Muslims to engage more productively with their Western counterparts.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Callahan:

This book untitled The Impossible State: Islam, Politics, and Modernity's Moral Predicament to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-
book from your list.

Robert Prather:

Typically the book The Impossible State: Islam, Politics, and Modernity's Moral Predicament will bring you
to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you
try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Impossible State: Islam,
Politics, and Modernity's Moral Predicament is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

David Perrin:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Impossible State: Islam, Politics, and
Modernity's Moral Predicament e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty
The Impossible State: Islam, Politics, and Modernity's Moral Predicament as good book not simply by the
cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its protect, so
do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Clark Abeyta:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you
is The Impossible State: Islam, Politics, and Modernity's Moral Predicament this e-book consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically
the writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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