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In this first extensive study of contemporary Hawaiian literature, Brandy Nalani McDougall examines a
vibrant selection of fiction, poetry, and drama by emerging and established Hawaiian authors, including
Haunani-Kay Trask, John Dominis Holt, Imaikalani Kalahele, and Victoria Nalani Kneubuhl. At the center
of the analysis is a hallmark of Hawaiian aesthetics—kaona, the intellectual practice of hiding and finding
meaning that encompasses the allegorical, the symbolic, the allusive, and the figurative.

With a poet’s attention to detail, McDougall interprets examples of kaona, guiding readers through olelo
no'eau (proverbs), mo‘olelo (literature and histories), and mooku'auhau (genealogies) alongside their
contemporary literary descendants, unveiling complex layers of Hawaiian identity, culture, history, politics,
and ecology.

Throughout, McDougall asserts that “kaona connectivity” not only carries bright possibilities for connecting
the present to the past, but it may also ignite a decolonial future. Ultimately, Finding Meaning affirms the
tremendous power of Indigenous stories and genealogies to give activism and decolonization movements
lasting meaning.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Austin:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give
you a lot of new details. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Finding Meaning: Kaona and Contemporary Hawaiian Literature (Critical Issues in Indigenous Studies),
it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a reserve.

Kelly Cohn:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Finding Meaning: Kaona and Contemporary Hawaiian Literature (Critical Issues in Indigenous
Studies) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known
for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one
application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The Finding Meaning:
Kaona and Contemporary Hawaiian Literature (Critical Issues in Indigenous Studies) giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going
to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Pauline Lipman:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is Finding Meaning: Kaona and Contemporary Hawaiian Literature (Critical Issues in Indigenous
Studies) this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book
was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why
this book ideal all of you.

Candace Hernandez:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information



from the book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. On
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Finding Meaning: Kaona and Contemporary Hawaiian Literature (Critical Issues in Indigenous
Studies) when you required it?
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