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The Shakers, once a radical religious sect whose members were despised and harassed by their fellow
Americans, have in recent years become celebrated--and sentimentalized--for their communal way of life,
the simplicity of their worship, their belief in celibacy, pacifism, and equality of the sexes, and not least their
superb furniture and handicrafts. This monumental book is the first general history of the Shakers from their
origins in eighteenth-century England to the present day. Drawing on written and oral testimony by Shakers
over the past two centuries, Stephen J. Stein offers a full and often revisionist account of the movement: their
charismatic leaders, the early years in revolutionary New York and New England, the expansion into the
West, the maturation and growth of the sect before the Civil War, the decline in their fortunes after the war,
the painful adjustments to society Shakers had to make during the first half of the twentieth century, the
renaissance of interest after 1950, and the "forbidden topic" within contemporary Shakerism--the conflict
between the two remaining villages at Canterbury, New Hampshire, and Sabbathday Lake, Maine. Stein
provides many new interpretations of the Shaker experience. He reassesses the role of founder Ann Lee,
emphasizes the impact of the western Shaker settlements on the course of the society's history, and describes
the variety of cultural enterprises that have obscured the religious and historical dimensions of the Shakers.
Throughout Stein places the Shaker experience within the wider context of American life and shows how the
movement has evolved to deal with changing times. Shattering the romantic myth that has been
perpetuatedabout the quaint and peaceful Shakers, Stein portrays a group that is factious, practical, and fully
human.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Miller:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Shaker Experience in America: A History of the United Society of
Believers. Try to face the book The Shaker Experience in America: A History of the United Society of
Believers as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside that course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Daniel Hendrix:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Shaker Experience in
America: A History of the United Society of Believers. All type of book would you see on many sources.
You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Brent Jones:

Here thing why this particular The Shaker Experience in America: A History of the United Society of
Believers are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Shaker Experience in America: A
History of the United Society of Believers giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find
any publication out there but there is no book that similar with The Shaker Experience in America: A History
of the United Society of Believers. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can
easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Shaker Experience in America: A History of
the United Society of Believers in e-book can be your option.

Alan Malbrough:

The e-book with title The Shaker Experience in America: A History of the United Society of Believers has
lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new
era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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