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When is it legitimate for nations to use force?
The United States and NATO regularly employ the illegitimate use of force, using false arguments and a
haze of purported altruistic justifications to justify their actions. But objective standards to legitimacy exist,
and those standards are enshrined in the United Nations Charter.
Smokescreen analyzes the workings and legitimacy of the United Nations Security Council, and shows how
the United States and NATO governments systematically create the false perception of legitimacy for the use
of force. Whenever they cannot meet the standard, they simply employ alternative norm justifications of
self-defense beyond the scope of Article 51 and humanitarian intervention.
Max Weber s definition of legitimacy, legitimitÃƒÂ¤tsglaube or the belief in legitimacy, has been widely
used by social scientists. Unlike moral philosophers, social scientists favor empirical data; therefore, for
them, measuring legitimacy becomes possible by measuring what people believe to be legitimate. In this
framework the powerful have the ability to manipulate public opinion to create legitimacy for a particular
action. The author argues that this is not legitimacy but merely a perception of legitimacy to justify
aggression.
David Beetham maintains that Weber s definition is a catastrophe, and in its place he offers a formula for
legitimacy based on the objective criteria of legality, shared beliefs between dominant and subordinate, and
consent from at least the most significant subordinate actors.
This book argues that the United Nations Security Council, backed by the UN Charter, holds real legitimacy
based on Beetham s formula. Meanwhile, the U.S. education system and mass media largely ignore the
history and principles of the United Nations.
The book offers a way forward toward international peace and security, in both the interests of Western
countries and humanity as a whole.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Flynn:

In other case, little people like to read book Smokescreen: The US, NATO and the Illegitimate Use of Force.
You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the
book Smokescreen: The US, NATO and the Illegitimate Use of Force. You can add information and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet device. It
is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Sheldon McLean:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Smokescreen: The US, NATO
and the Illegitimate Use of Force. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Michael Kendig:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Smokescreen: The US, NATO and the Illegitimate Use of Force
book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer of Smokescreen: The US, NATO and the Illegitimate Use of Force content conveys objective
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but
it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Smokescreen: The US, NATO and the
Illegitimate Use of Force is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Duane Zook:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get lot of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is Smokescreen: The US, NATO and the Illegitimate Use of Force.
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