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Government wrongdoing or negligence harms people worldwide, but not all victims are equally effective at
obtaining redress. In Accidental Activists, Celeste L. Arrington examines the interactive dynamics of the
politics of redress to understand why not. Relatively powerless groups like redress claimants depend on
support from political elites, active groups in society, the media, experts, lawyers, and the interested public to
capture democratic policymakers' attention and sway their decisions. Focusing on when and how such third-
party support matters, Arrington finds that elite allies may raise awareness about the victims’ cause or
sponsor special legislation, but their activities also tend to deter the mobilization of fellow claimants and
public sympathy. By contrast, claimants who gain elite allies only after the difficult and potentially risky
process of mobilizing societal support tend to achieve more redress, which can include official inquiries,
apologies, compensation, and structural reforms.

Arrington draws on her extensive fieldwork to illustrate these dynamics through comparisons of the parallel
Japanese and South Korean movements of victims of harsh leprosy control policies, blood products tainted
by hepatitis C, and North Korean abductions. Her book thereby highlights how citizens in Northeast Asia?a
region grappling with how to address Japan’s past wrongs?are leveraging similar processes to hold their own
governments accountable for more recent harms. Accidental Activists also reveals the growing power of
litigation to promote policy change and greater accountability from decision makers.
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From reader reviews:

Janie Ross:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Accidental Activists: Victim
Movements and Government Accountability in Japan and South Korea (Studies of the Weatherhead East
Asian Institute, Columbia University) will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
acceptable book with you?

Joan Cross:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Accidental Activists: Victim
Movements and Government Accountability in Japan and South Korea (Studies of the Weatherhead East
Asian Institute, Columbia University) is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Jon Gonzalez:

Often the book Accidental Activists: Victim Movements and Government Accountability in Japan and South
Korea (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) has a lot associated with on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after reading this book.

Lauren Robinson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Accidental Activists: Victim
Movements and Government Accountability in Japan and South Korea (Studies of the Weatherhead East
Asian Institute, Columbia University).
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