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In June 1989, news of the Tiananmen Square protests and its bloody resolution reverberated throughout the
world. A young poet named Liao Yiwu, who had until then led an apolitical bohemian existence, found his
voice in that moment. Like the solitary man who stood firmly in front of a line of tanks, Liao proclaimed his
outrage—and his words would be his weapon.
 
For a Song and a Hundred Songs captures the four brutal years Liao spent in jail for writing the incendiary
poem “Massacre.” Through the power and beauty of his prose, he reveals the bleak reality of crowded
Chinese prisons—the harassment from guards and fellow prisoners, the torture, the conflicts among human
beings in close confinement, and the boredom of everyday life. But even in his darkest hours, Liao manages
to unearth the fundamental humanity in his cell mates: he writes of how they listen with rapt attention to each
other’s stories of criminal endeavors gone wrong and of how one night, ravenous with hunger, they dream up
an “imaginary feast,” with each inmate trying to one-up the next by describing a more elaborate dish.
 
In this important book, Liao presents a stark and devastating portrait of a nation in flux, exposing a side of
China that outsiders rarely get to see. In the wake of 2011’s Arab Spring, the world has witnessed for a
second time China’s crackdown on those citizens who would speak their mind, like artist Ai Weiwei and
legal activist Chen Guangcheng. Liao stands squarely among them and gives voice to not only his own story,
but to the stories of those individuals who can no longer speak for themselves. For a Song and a Hundred
Songs bears witness to history and will forever change the way you view the rising superpower of China.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Love:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book For a Song and a Hundred Songs: A Poet's
Journey Through a Chinese Prison will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
appropriate book with you?

Mark Logan:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time
those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take For a Song and a Hundred Songs: A Poet's Journey
Through a Chinese Prison as the daily resource information.

Richard Fentress:

The particular book For a Song and a Hundred Songs: A Poet's Journey Through a Chinese Prison has a lot
info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by
the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read
you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Harry Fulford:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually For a Song and a Hundred Songs: A Poet's
Journey Through a Chinese Prison why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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