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Theodore Parker (1810-1860) was a powerful preacher who rejected the authority of the Bible and of Jesus, a
brilliant scholar who became a popular agitator for the abolition of slavery and for women's rights, and a
political theorist who defined democracy as "government of all the people, by all the people, for all the
people--words that inspired Abraham Lincoln. Parker had more influence than anyone except Ralph Waldo
Emerson in shaping Transcendentalism in America.

In American Heretic, Dean Grodzins offers a compelling account of the remarkable first phase of Parker's
career, when this complex man--charismatic yet awkward, brave yet insecure--rose from poverty and
obscurity to fame and notoriety as a Transcendentalist prophet. Grodzins reveals hitherto hidden facets of
Parker's life, including his love for a woman who was not his wife, and presents fresh perspectives on
Transcendentalism. Grodzins explores Transcendentalism's religious roots, shows the profound religious and
political issues at stake in the "Transcendentalist controversy," and offers new insights into Parker's
Transcendentalist colleagues, including Emerson, Margaret Fuller, and Bronson Alcott. He traces, too, the
intellectual origins of Parker's epochal definition of democracy as government of, by, and for the people.

The manuscript of this book was awarded the Allan Nevins Prize by the Society of American Historians.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Murry:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read
one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular American Heretic: Theodore
Parker and Transcendentalism is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Alysa Appel:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you
have read will be American Heretic: Theodore Parker and Transcendentalism.

Kimberly Wood:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like American Heretic:
Theodore Parker and Transcendentalism which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's notice.

Cora Conte:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book and also novel and American Heretic: Theodore Parker and
Transcendentalism or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes American Heretic: Theodore Parker and Transcendentalism to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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