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We associate with Hildebrand the great contest of the Middle Ages between spiritual and temporal authority,
the triumph of the former, and its supremacy in Europe until the Reformation. What great ideas and events
are interwoven with that majestic domination,--not in one age, but for fifteen centuries; not religious merely,
but political, embracing as it were the whole progress of European society, from the fall of the Roman
Empire to the Protestant Reformation; yea, intimately connected with the condition of Europe to the present
day, and not of Europe only, but America itself! What an august power is this Catholic empire, equally great
as an institution and as a religion! What lessons of human experience, what great truths of government, what
subtile influences, reaching alike the palaces of kings and the hovels of peasants, are indissolubly linked with
its marvellous domination, so that whether in its growth or decay it is more suggestive than the rise and fall
of any temporal empire. It has produced, probably, more illustrious men than any political State in Europe. It
has aimed to accomplish far grander ends. It is invested with more poetic interest. Its policy, its heroes, its
saints, its doctors, its dignitaries, its missions, its persecutions, all rise up before us with varied but never-
ending interest, when seriously contemplated. It has proved to be the most wonderful fabric of what we call
worldly wisdom that our world has seen,--controlling kings, dictating laws to ancient monarchies, and
binding the souls of millions with a more perfect despotism than Oriental emperors ever sought or dreamed.
And what a marvellous vitality it seems to have! It has survived the attacks of its countless enemies; it has
recovered from the shock of the Reformation; it still remains majestic and powerful, extending its arms of
paternal love or Briarean terror over half of Christendom. As a temporal government, rivalling kings in the
pomps of war and the pride of armies, it may be passing away; but as an organization to diffuse and conserve
religious truths,--yea, even to bring a moral pressure on the minds of princes and governors, and reinforce its
ranks with the mighty and the noble,--it seems to be as potent as ever. It is still sending its missionaries, its
prelates, and its cardinals into the heart of Protestant countries, who anticipate and boast of new victories. It
derides the dissensions and the rationalistic speculations of the Protestants, and predicts that they will either
become open Pagans or re-enter the fold of Saint Peter. No longer do angry partisans call it the "Beast" or the
"Scarlet Mother" or the "predicted Antichrist," since its religious creeds in their vital points are more in
harmony with the theology of venerated Fathers than those of some of the progressive and proudest parties
which call themselves Protestant. In Germany, in France,--shall I add, in England and America?--it is more
in earnest, and more laborious and self-denying than many sects among the Protestants. In Germany--in
those very seats of learning and power and fashion which once were kindled into lofty enthusiasm by the
voice of Luther--who is it that desert the churches and disregard the sacraments, the Catholics or the
Protestants?
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From reader reviews:

Bonnie Mentzer:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this A Short Introduction to Pope
Gregory VII (Illustrated) book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details
in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Lillian Tobias:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is
this A Short Introduction to Pope Gregory VII (Illustrated).

William Rocha:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled A Short Introduction to Pope Gregory VII
(Illustrated) can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Rosie Zimmerman:

You can find this A Short Introduction to Pope Gregory VII (Illustrated) by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds
of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book
by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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