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The study of DIALECTS, that is, of variant features within a language, their history, differences of form and
meaning, interrelationships, distribution, and, more broadly, their spoken as distinct from their literary forms.
The discipline recognizes all variations within the bounds of any given language; it classifies and interprets
them according to historical origins, principles of development, characteristic features, areal distribution, and
social correlates. The scientific study of dialects dates from the mid-19c, when philologists using data
preserved in texts began to work out the historical or diachronic development of the Indo-European
languages. Their interest was etymological and systematic. Scientific phonetics and the principle that sound
change was not erratic but followed discoverable rules or laws, were a basic part of the growth of
dialectology. Living dialects were seen to furnish a huge treasury of living data on phonology, lexicology,
and other features of language that written texts could not furnish. The linguist's task was to gather, analyse,
and interpret this living body of language. Dialectology is pursued through a number of methods; the
American linguist W. Nelson Francis (Dialectology, 1983) describes the prevailing methods as traditional,
structural, and generative.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Cervantes:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Dialectology: An Introduction (Longman Linguistics Library). Try to face
the book Dialectology: An Introduction (Longman Linguistics Library) as your close friend. It means that it
can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge
with this book.

Lily Winstead:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Dialectology: An Introduction (Longman Linguistics Library)
as the daily resource information.

Stephen Harvey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Dialectology: An Introduction (Longman
Linguistics Library) e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Dialectology: An
Introduction (Longman Linguistics Library) as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This
is one publication that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Brenda Luna:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Dialectology: An Introduction (Longman
Linguistics Library) can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have
issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Dialectology: An Introduction



(Longman Linguistics Library).
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