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In Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930–1975, Peter C. Murray contributes to the history of American
Christianity and the Civil Rights movement by examining a national institution—the Methodist Church (after
1968 the United Methodist Church)—and how it dealt with the racial conflict centered in the South. Murray
begins his study by tracing American Methodism from its beginnings to the secession of many African
Americans from the church and the establishment of separate northern and southern denominations in the
nineteenth century. He then details the reconciliation and compromise of many of these segments in 1939
that led to the unification of the church. This compromise created the racially segregated church that
Methodists struggled to eliminate over the next thirty years.

During the Civil Rights movement, American churches confronted issues of racism that they had previously
ignored. No church experienced this confrontation more sharply than the Methodist Church. When
Methodists reunited their northern and southern halves in 1939, their new church constitution created a
segregated church structure that posed significant issues for Methodists during the Civil Rights movement.

Of the six jurisdictional conferences that made up the Methodist Church, only one was not based on a
geographic region: the Central Jurisdiction, a separate conference for “all Negro annual conferences.” This
Jim Crow arrangement humiliated African American Methodists and embarrassed their liberal white allies
within the church. The Supreme Court’s Brown v. Board of Education decision awakened many white
Methodists from their complacent belief that the church could conform to the norms of the South without
consequences among its national membership.

Murray places the struggle of the Methodist Church within the broader context of the history of race relations
in the United States. He shows how the effort to destroy the barriers in the church were mirrored in the work
being done by society to end segregation. Immensely readable and free of jargon, Methodists and the
Crucible of Race, 1930–1975, will be of interest to a broad audience, including those interested in the Civil
Rights movement and American church history.
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From reader reviews:

Cameron Keller:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975 can be great
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Gerald Toups:

This Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975 is great guide for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975 in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
moment right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt which?

Percy Brown:

You can find this Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975 by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Lela Koehn:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is identified as of book Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975. You'll be able to your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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