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The 1899 lynching of Sam Hose in Newnan, Georgia, was one of the earliest and most gruesome events in a
tragic chapter of U.S. history. Hose was a black laborer accused of killing Alfred Cranford, a white farmer,
and raping his wife. The national media closely followed the manhunt and Hose’s capture. An armed mob
intercepted Hose’s Atlanta-bound train and took the prisoner back to Newnan. There, in front of a large
gathering on a Sunday afternoon, Hose was mutilated and set on fire. His body was dismembered and pieces
of it were kept by souvenir hunters.

Born and raised twenty miles from Newnan, Edwin T. Arnold was troubled and fascinated by the fact that
this horrific chain of events had been largely shut out of local public memory. In "What Virtue There Is in
Fire," Arnold offers the first in-depth examination of the lynching of Sam Hose.

Arnold analyzes newspapers, letters, and speeches to understand reactions to this brutal incident, without
trying to resolve the still-disputed facts of the crime. Firsthand accounts were often contradictory, and
portrayals of Hose differed starkly—from "black beast" to innocent martyr. Arnold traces how different
groups interpreted and co-opted the story for their own purposes through the years. Reflecting on recent
efforts to remember the lynching of Sam Hose, Arnold offers the portrait of a place still trying to reconcile
itself, a century later, to its painful past.
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From reader reviews:

Rolando Gil:

The book What Virtue There Is in Fire: Cultural Memory and the Lynching of Sam Hose make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a
book What Virtue There Is in Fire: Cultural Memory and the Lynching of Sam Hose being your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book What Virtue There Is in Fire:
Cultural Memory and the Lynching of Sam Hose. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Jacqueline McArdle:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one with theme
for entertaining including comic or novel. The What Virtue There Is in Fire: Cultural Memory and the
Lynching of Sam Hose is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Susanne Pineda:

The actual book What Virtue There Is in Fire: Cultural Memory and the Lynching of Sam Hose has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Clifford Caldwell:

This What Virtue There Is in Fire: Cultural Memory and the Lynching of Sam Hose is great reserve for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we
can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in
it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having What Virtue There Is in Fire: Cultural Memory and the Lynching of
Sam Hose in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can
say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do
that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?
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