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Independent of his international renown as a humanitarian, Albert Schweitzer is well known as a great
musicologist; a reputation that rests largely upon this book. Schweitzer's J. S. Bach is one of the great full-
length studies of the composer, his life, and his work. Its influence on the subsequent performance of Bach's
music was enormous, and there is scarcely a later work on Bach which does not acknowledge a deep debt to
Schweitzer's. Grove's Dictionary says of the book, "Schweitzer has probably been more quoted than any
authority since Spitta."
The first volume contains a virtual history of Protestant church music, examining the role of music in the
early Protestant services of many European countries. Frequent allusions to the parallel development of art
and poetry, to the leading philosophic and religious concepts of the time, and to events of contemporary
history supplement and enrich the text. Narrowing the study to Germany, Schweitzer traces to their roots the
forms used by Bach (with particular emphasis on the German chorale and the forms built around it), and
assess the contributions of Schütz, Sheidt, Buxtehude, Pachelbel, and others of Bach's predecessors. The
volume includes a full account of Bach's life, and discusses his works for organ, clavier, strings, and
orchestra. Suggestions for performance include sections on bowing, on playing chords and double stops, and
on the practice of ornamentation in Bach's time.
Volume Two is concerned with Bach's choral music — the chorales, cantatas, the Magnificat, the St.
Matthew and St. John Passions, the motets, songs, oratorios, and masses. The illuminating analysis of these
works, illustrated by hundreds of musical examples, is dominated by Schweitzer's highly original theories
regarding Bach's pictorial representation of the text in the music, and the expressive motives Schweitzer has
found and identified throughout Bach's compositions. A long concluding chapter makes recommendations
for performance on tempo, phrasing, accentuation, dynamics, and on the size and arrangement of the
orchestra and choir.
Schweitzer's J. S. Bach is among the definitive reference works on Bach and is high on the list of required
reading for music students. Yet it is not a difficult or formidable work. It offers a stimulating, well-written
narrative, with much in it to interest the music lover as well as the scholar.
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From reader reviews:

Fannie Garcia:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take J. S. Bach (Vol 1) as the daily resource information.

Stephen Hilton:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving J. S. Bach (Vol 1)
that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react when
it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but
for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, you can pick J. S. Bach (Vol 1) become your own starter.

Arthur Daniel:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The J. S. Bach (Vol 1) offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Marianne Stromain:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like J. S. Bach (Vol 1) which
is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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