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Living in Oakland at the beginning of the 20th century, Martin Eden struggles to rise above his destitute,
proletarian circumstances through an intense and passionate pursuit of self-education, hoping to achieve a
place among the literary elite. His principal motivation is his love for Ruth Morse. Because Eden is a rough,
uneducated sailor from a working-class background and the Morses are a bourgeois family, a union between
them would be impossible unless and until he reached their level of wealth and refinement.
Over a period of two years, Eden promises Ruth that success will come, but just before it does, Ruth loses
her patience and rejects him in a letter, saying, "if only you had settled down ... and attempted to make
something of yourself". By the time Eden attains the favour of the publishers and the bourgeoisie who had
shunned him, he has already developed a grudge against them and become jaded by toil and unrequited love.
Instead of enjoying his success, he retreats into a quiet indifference, interrupted only to rail mentally against
the genteelness of bourgeois society or to donate his new wealth to working-class friends and family. He felt
that people did not value him for himself or for his work but only for his fame.
The novel ends with Eden's committing suicide by drowning, which contributed to what researcher Clarice
Stasz calls the "biographical myth" that Jack London's own death was a suicide.
London's oldest daughter Joan commented that in spite of its tragic ending, the book is often regarded as "a
'success' story ... which inspired not only a whole generation of young writers but other different fields who,
without aid or encouragement, attained their objectives through great struggle.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Drake:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Martin Eden (Annotated).

Ruth Davis:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Martin Eden (Annotated), you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Betty Neal:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Martin Eden (Annotated) was vibrant and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Martin Eden (Annotated) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids
until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are
the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.

Wanda Pence:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Numerous books that
can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Martin Eden (Annotated).
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