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Paradise Lost is an epic poem in blank verse by the English poet John Milton. The poem concerns the
Biblical story of the Fall of Man: the temptation of Adam and Eve by the fallen angel Satan and their
expulsion from the Garden of Eden. Milton's purpose, stated in Book I, is to "justify the ways of God to
men". Milton's story has two narrative arcs, one about Satan and the other following Adam and Eve. It
begins after Satan and the other rebel angels have been defeated and banished to Hell, or, as it is also called
in the poem, Tartarus. In Pandemonium, Satan employs his rhetorical skill to organize his followers; he is
aided by Mammon and Beelzebub. Belial and Moloch are also present. At the end of the debate, Satan
volunteers to poison the newly created Earth and God's new and most favored creation, Mankind. He braves
the dangers of the Abyss alone in a manner reminiscent of Odysseus or Aeneas. After an arduous traversal of
the Chaos outside Hell, he enters God's new material World, and later the Garden of Eden.

At several points in the poem, an Angelic War over Heaven is recounted from different perspectives. Satan's
rebellion follows the epic convention of large-scale warfare. The battles between the faithful angels and
Satan's forces take place over three days. At the final battle, the Son of God single-handedly defeats the
entire legion of angelic rebels and banishes them from Heaven. Following this purge, God creates the World,
culminating in his creation of Adam and Eve. While God gave Adam and Eve total freedom and power to
rule over all creation, He gave them one explicit command: not to eat from the Tree of the knowledge of
good and evil on penalty of death.

The story of Adam and Eve's temptation and fall is a fundamentally different, new kind of epic: a domestic
one. Adam and Eve are presented for the first time[citation needed] in Christian literature as having a full
relationship while still being without sin. They have passions and distinct personalities. Satan, disguised in
the form of a serpent, successfully tempts Eve to eat from the Tree by preying on her vanity and tricking her
with rhetoric. Adam, learning that Eve has sinned, knowingly commits the same sin. He declares to Eve that
since she was made from his flesh, they are bound to one another ? if she dies, he must also die. In this
manner, Milton portrays Adam as a heroic figure, but also as a greater sinner than Eve, as he is aware that
what he is doing is wrong. After eating the fruit, Adam and Eve have lustful sex. At first, Adam is convinced
that Eve was right in thinking that eating the fruit would be beneficial. However, they soon fall asleep and
have terrible nightmares, and after they awake, they experience guilt and shame for the first time. Realizing
that they have committed a terrible act against God, they engage in mutual recrimination.
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From reader reviews:

Rick Fountain:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Paradise Lost.

John Schreiber:

Here thing why this specific Paradise Lost are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Paradise Lost giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Paradise Lost. It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Paradise Lost in e-book can be your
substitute.

Thomas Towne:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
many books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Paradise Lost. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward
and review this book you can get many advantages.

John Coffin:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Paradise Lost to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the reserve
Paradise Lost can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of
their time.
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