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Historians and social scientists have long identified bureaucracy as the modern state's foundation and the
reign of France's Louis XIV as a model for its development. A World of Paper offers a fresh interpretation of
bureaucracy through a close examination of the department of the Sun King's last foreign secretary, Jean-
Baptiste Colbert de Torcy. Torcy, who served as foreign secretary from 1696-1715, is widely regarded as
one of the most brilliant foreign ministers of the ancien regime. Building on the work of his predecessors, he
fashioned a skilled team of collaborators as he managed the complex issues of war and peace during the
turbulent final decades of Louis XIV's reign. John Rule and Ben Trotter examine Torcy's department to
depict administrative structures as they emerged through the circulating stream of paper that connected his
office with provincial administrators and diplomats abroad. They explore the collection and centralization of
information during Torcy's tenure through the creation of a modern state archive, discreet intelligence
gathering, and the surveillance and management of the French mails. They also study the postal carriers,
couriers, household officers of the royal court, genealogists hired for research, and an informal "brain trust"
of experts, and advisors who carried vital information in and out of the department every day. A remarkable
reconstruction of the department of Jean-Baptiste Colbert de Torcy, A World of Paper demystifies
bureaucracy and explores the ways in which the modern information state developed from his labours.
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From reader reviews:

Ian Ashlock:

This A World of Paper: Louis XIV, Colbert de Torcy, and the Rise of the Information State are reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this A World of Paper:
Louis XIV, Colbert de Torcy, and the Rise of the Information State can be among the great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will
shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this A World of Paper: Louis XIV, Colbert
de Torcy, and the Rise of the Information State giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Donnie Matthews:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this A World of Paper: Louis XIV,
Colbert de Torcy, and the Rise of the Information State e-book written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
uncertainty A World of Paper: Louis XIV, Colbert de Torcy, and the Rise of the Information State as good
book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its
include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Chi Reyes:

Beside this particular A World of Paper: Louis XIV, Colbert de Torcy, and the Rise of the Information State
in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have A World of Paper: Louis XIV, Colbert de Torcy, and the
Rise of the Information State because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have
book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss that? Find this book and also read it from today!

Teresa Obannon:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. With this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your



understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
A World of Paper: Louis XIV, Colbert de Torcy, and the Rise of the Information State when you needed it?
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