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When a renegade priest prophesies an imminent apocalypse, a conflict is sparked which will tip a
continent into war.

Prince Kendryk is young, handsome and popular, his kingdom prosperous and peaceful. But in the face of
the prophesied apocalypse, he must choose between conscience and power. If he chooses the side of faith, he
must defy the ruthless Empress Teodora, ruler of a vast empire, imperiling kingdom and family— but if he
chooses the side of power, he risks plunging his world into a darkness worse than war.

The coming conflict will touch the lives of thousands, among them…

Prince Kendryk’s adored wife, Gwynneth, the proud daughter of a king, whose ambition may come at great
cost…

Braeden, a violent mercenary, commander of a legendary winged army, who will find himself in the service
of an employer he must defy to protect those he holds dear…

And Janna, the merchant’s wife, forced to abandon her home and her way of life, ill-prepared to keep herself
and her children safe from the ravages of war…

An epic historical fantasy drawn from European history, Rise of the Storm is Book One in the Desolate
Empire series. It explores the origins of the Protestant Reformation and the early days of the Thirty Years
War (1618-48) in a fast-paced, engaging alternate history setting. It follows four main characters through the
religious and political upheavals triggering a violent conflict that engulfed a continent for decades.

AUTHOR INTERVIEW

What was the inspiration behind your books?

During a long-ago visit to Heidelberg Castle in Germany, I heard the tragic story of its most famous
inhabitants, the young Count-Elector Frederick V and his glamorous wife, Elizabeth Stuart. I wanted to write
a book about them then and the terrible war they inadvertently helped start, but couldn't figure out how to do
it as compelling historical fiction. Years later, I discovered historical fantasy and realized I could tell the
story that way. Because I could, I threw in the Protestant Reformation for good measure.

Who will enjoy this series?

Even though this is fantasy, there's little magic and I think a lot of historical fiction readers enjoy this as well.
I've had several readers refer to it as a "kinder, gentler Game of Thrones," and I think that describes it very
well. I also write with my teenage nieces and nephews in mind, so I keep it pretty clean and try to avoid
graphic depictions of violence. I hadn't set out to write for the young adult market specifically, but younger
readers seem to enjoy it and find the many younger characters easy to relate to. Generally, if you enjoy



authors like George R.R. Martin, Diana Gabaldon, Scott Lynch and Mark Lawrence, you ought to like these
books as well.

What makes the series special?

I've noticed that Renaissance Europe gets little fictional coverage and the 17th Century is particularly
neglected. It's actually an incredibly fascinating time, with countless political, social and military
developments, and these books explore a lot of those in an alternate history kind of setting.

Fantasy authors are often accused of creating a "McEurope" in their settings and I hope I've succeeded in
putting a unique twist on that. I've created an unusual alternative Europe with a slightly different social
structure, considerable gender equality,along with a polytheistic religion that comes with its own myths,
folklore and legends. There's plenty of sword-wielding and wearing of fabulous plate armor, though the use
of flintlock and wheellock firearms in addition to artillery gives the plentiful action scenes a different spin as
well.

How many books are in the series and what order should I read them in?

I'm planning five books for the series and am releasing them roughly six months apart, though I hope to
speed the pace up a bit.

Read them in this order:

Rise of the Storm
Valley of the Shadow
Hammer of the Gods (coming Spring 2016)

 Download Rise of the Storm (The Desolate Empire Book 1) ...pdf

 Read Online Rise of the Storm (The Desolate Empire Book 1) ...pdf

http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B00ZTR09BE
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B00ZTR09BE
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B00ZTR09BE
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B00ZTR09BE
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B00ZTR09BE
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B00ZTR09BE
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B00ZTR09BE
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B00ZTR09BE


Download and Read Free Online Rise of the Storm (The Desolate Empire Book 1) Christina Ochs

From reader reviews:

Lois Reyna:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Rise of the
Storm (The Desolate Empire Book 1) book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Gary Gonzales:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about
the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of
them is this Rise of the Storm (The Desolate Empire Book 1).

Gerard Pucci:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Rise of the Storm (The Desolate Empire
Book 1) or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book,
you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book
likes Rise of the Storm (The Desolate Empire Book 1) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many
types of book like here.

Pearl Moore:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As
we know those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. With the book Rise of the Storm (The Desolate Empire Book 1) we can take more advantage. Don't
that you be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book
that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Rise of the Storm (The
Desolate Empire Book 1). You can more pleasing than now.
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