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“In his Emile Rousseau proposes a new plan of education closely connected with a universal overthrow of
civil order. The goal of the Emile is to prepare souls by means of a total revolution in their modes of
thinking.”—These words were penned in 1763, by the young Catholic philosopher, H. S. Gerdil, more than
two decades before the French revolution. In a prophetic moment in the history of the philosophy of
education, Gerdil noted that the pedagogy of Rousseau’s book will inspire “vexation with and aversion for
religious and social institutions . . . it will make bad Christians and bad citizens.” The disenchantment with
any authority or social forms sunk deep roots in the modern European social imagination. It has informed the
many liberal reforms of education of the last two centuries. The Emile is still with us. 
     In his eminently readable reflections, H. S. Gerdil exposes the error of Rousseau’s Romantic naturalism.
In the process, he illustrates sensible judgment regarding concrete curricular matters and pedagogical
practices. Gerdil’s philosophy of education is grounded in the reality of original sin and the transcendent
destiny of mankind. He provides both philosophical principles and concrete suggestions as to how parents
and teachers might craft hearts and minds capable of serving “peace of families, the tranquility of states, and
the general advantage of all men.” Gerdil’s humane Christian realism has lost none of its timeliness.
     The Anti-Emile is an original English translation of Gerdil’s work, first published in French under the title
Réflexions sur la théorie, & la pratique de l’education contre les principes de Mr. Rousseau. In its day, the
book was quickly diffused throughout Europe in its original French as well as in English, German, and
Italian translations, and it soon picked up its popular title, The Anti-Emile. This translation is preceded by
Frank’s Introductory Essay, which draws out the radically different views of human nature represented by
Rousseau and Gerdil. It makes clear what is at issue in Rousseau’s rejection and Gerdil’s advancement of the
living tradition of classical education. In his essay, Frank also introduces H. S. Gerdil as an historical figure
with a distinctive place in the history of modern philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Blow:

Here thing why this specific The Anti-Emile: Reflections on the Theory and Practice of Education against
the Principles of Rousseau are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The
Anti-Emile: Reflections on the Theory and Practice of Education against the Principles of Rousseau giving
you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that
similar with The Anti-Emile: Reflections on the Theory and Practice of Education against the Principles of
Rousseau. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
area, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted
book maybe the form of The Anti-Emile: Reflections on the Theory and Practice of Education against the
Principles of Rousseau in e-book can be your option.

Jessica Bowman:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title The Anti-Emile:
Reflections on the Theory and Practice of Education against the Principles of Rousseau suitable to you? The
particular book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Anti-Emile:
Reflections on the Theory and Practice of Education against the Principles of Rousseauis the one of several
books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their
strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This
book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of
the world in this book.

Yolanda Nitta:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading guides. It
can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read is actually The Anti-
Emile: Reflections on the Theory and Practice of Education against the Principles of Rousseau.

David Baxter:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Anti-Emile: Reflections on the
Theory and Practice of Education against the Principles of Rousseau e-book written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written



within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then
you still skepticism The Anti-Emile: Reflections on the Theory and Practice of Education against the
Principles of Rousseau as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that
can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.
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