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Comparing Westminster explores how the governmental elites in Australia, Britain, Canada, New Zealand,
and South Africa understand their Westminster system. It examines in detail four interrelated features of
Westminster systems. Firstly, the increasing centralization in collective, responsible cabinet government.
Second, the constitutional convention of ministerial and collective responsibility. Third, the role of a
professional, non-partisan public service. And finally, parliament's relationship to the executive. The authors
explain the changes that have occured in the Westminster model by analyzing four traditions: royal
prerogative, responsible government, constitutional bureaucracy, and representative government. They
suggest that each tradition has a recurring dilemma, between centralization and decentralization, party
government and ministerial responsibility, professionalization and politicization, and finally elitism and
participation. They gone on to argue that these dilemmas recur in four present-day debates: the growth of
prime ministerial power, the decline in individual and collective ministerial accountability, politicisation of
the public service, and executive dominance of the legislature.

Comparing Westminster concludes by identifying five meanings of--or narratives about--Westminster.
Firstly, 'Westminster as heritage'--elite actors' shared governmental narrative understood as both precedents
and nostalgia. Second, 'Westminster as political tool'--the expedient cloak worn by governments and
politicians to defend themselves and criticize opponents. Third, 'Westminster as legitimising tradition'--
providing legitimacy and a context for elite actions, serving as a point of reference to navigate this uncertain
world. Fourth, 'Westminster as institutional category'--it remains a useful descriptor of a loose family of
governments with shared origins and characteristics. Finally, 'Westminster as an effective political system'--it
is a more effective and efficient political system than consensual parliamentary governments. Westminster is
a flexible family of ideas that is useful for many purposes and survives, even thrives, because of its meaning
in use to élite actors.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Joy:

This Comparing Westminster are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The reason why of this Comparing Westminster can be among the great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that perhaps
will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Comparing Westminster giving you
an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Leslie White:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Comparing Westminster that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can
be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Comparing
Westminster become your personal starter.

Kim Adams:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Comparing Westminster
which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Patricia Meyer:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Comparing Westminster was colourful and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book Comparing Westminster has many kinds or variety. Start
from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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