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This book outlines a system of phonological features that is minimally sufficient to distinguish all consonants
and vowels in the languages of the world. The extensive evidence is drawn from datasets with a combined
total of about 1000 sound inventories.

The interpretation of phonetic transcriptions from different languages is a long-standing problem. In this
book, San Duanmu proposes a solution that relies on the notion of contrast: X and Y are different sounds if
and only if they contrast in some language. He focuses on a simple procedure to interpret empirical data: for
each phonetic dimension, all inventories are searched in order to determine the maximal number of contrasts
required. In addition, every unusual feature or extra degree of contrast is re-examined to confirm its validity.
The resulting feature system is surprisingly simple: fewer features are needed than previously proposed, and
for each feature, a two-way contrast is sufficient. Nevertheless, the proposal is reliable in that the notion of
contrast is uncontroversial, the procedure is explicit, and the result is repeatable. The book also offers
discussion of non-contrastive differences between languages, sound classes, and complex sounds such as
affricates, consonant-glide units, consonant-liquid units, contour tones, pre-nasalized stops, clicks, ejectives,
and implosives.
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From reader reviews:

David Patton:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question because
just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this A Theory of Phonological Features to read.

Randy Scott:

This A Theory of Phonological Features book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. That A Theory of Phonological Features without we realize teach the one who studying it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry A Theory of Phonological Features can bring
when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your
lovely laptop even cell phone. This A Theory of Phonological Features having good arrangement in word
and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Patrick Siemens:

The knowledge that you get from A Theory of Phonological Features is a more deep you digging the
information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to know but A Theory of Phonological Features giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having this particular A Theory of Phonological Features instantly.

William Hayes:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and A Theory of
Phonological Features or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good
a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes A Theory of Phonological Features to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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