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Some theorists claim that democracy cannot work without trust. According to this argument, democracy fails
unless citizens trust that their governing institutions are serving their best interests. Similarly, some assert
that democracy works best when people trust one another and have confidence that politicians will look after
citizen interests. Questioning such claims, Democracy and the Culture of Skepticism, by Matthew Cleary and
Susan Stokes, suggests that skepticism, not trust, is the hallmark of political culture in well-functioning
democracies.

Drawing on extensive research in two developing democracies, Argentina and Mexico, Democracy and the
Culture of Skepticism shows that in regions of each country with healthy democracies, people do not trust
one another more than those living in regions where democracy functions less well, nor do they display more
personal trust in governments or politicians. Instead, the defining features of the healthiest democracies are
skepticism of government and a belief that politicians act in their constituents' best interest only when it is
personally advantageous for them to do so. In contrast to scholars who lament what they see as a breakdown
in civic life, Cleary and Stokes find that people residing in healthy democracies do not participate more in
civic organizations than others, but in fact, tend to retreat from civic life in favor of private pursuits. The
authors conclude that governments are most efficient and responsive when they know that institutions such
as the press or an independent judiciary will hold them accountable for their actions.

The question of how much citizens should trust politicians and governments has consumed political theorists
since America's founding. In Democracy and the Culture of Skepticism, Matthew Cleary and Susan Stokes
test the relationship between trust and the quality of governance, showing that it is not trust, but vigilance
and skepticism that provide the foundation for well-functioning democracies.

A Volume in the Russell Sage Foundation Series on Trust
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From reader reviews:

Helen Turner:

The book Democracy and the Culture of Skepticism: The Politics of Trust in Argentina and Mexico (Russell
Sage Foundation Series on Trust (Numbered)) can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Democracy and the Culture of Skepticism:
The Politics of Trust in Argentina and Mexico (Russell Sage Foundation Series on Trust (Numbered))? Some
of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Democracy and the Culture of
Skepticism: The Politics of Trust in Argentina and Mexico (Russell Sage Foundation Series on Trust
(Numbered)) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search
the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Betty Terry:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyone is you don't
know what type you should start with. This Democracy and the Culture of Skepticism: The Politics of Trust
in Argentina and Mexico (Russell Sage Foundation Series on Trust (Numbered)) is our recommendation so
you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Gary Wilson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Democracy and
the Culture of Skepticism: The Politics of Trust in Argentina and Mexico (Russell Sage Foundation Series on
Trust (Numbered)) suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular
book untitled Democracy and the Culture of Skepticism: The Politics of Trust in Argentina and Mexico
(Russell Sage Foundation Series on Trust (Numbered))is the one of several books this everyone read now.
This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Michael Watkins:

The e-book with title Democracy and the Culture of Skepticism: The Politics of Trust in Argentina and
Mexico (Russell Sage Foundation Series on Trust (Numbered)) has a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the



information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.
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