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While the Naval base in Guantánamo Bay, Cuba is well-known for its infamous prison camp, few people are
aware of its prior use as an immigrant detention center for Haitian and Cuban refugees. Beginning in August
1994, the United States government declared that thousands of Cubans who had launched themselves into
the Florida Straits on rickety rafts were "illegal refugees" and sent them to join over fifteen thousand
Haitians already being held on Guantánamo after fleeing a violent coup in Haiti.

Escape to Miami recounts the gripping stories of the rafters who were detained in Guantánamo during the
1994-1996 Cuban Rafter Crisis. After working in the camps for a year as an employee of the U.S. Justice
Department, Elizabeth Campisi conducted life history interviews with twelve of the rafters, chronicling their
departures from Cuba, their rafting trips, life on the base, and their initial experiences in Cuban Miami.
Through these remarkable narratives, the book details the ways in which the rafters used creative expression,
such as performance and artwork, to cope with the traumas they experienced in the camp. Campisi explores
these coping mechanisms, showing that, when people work through individually-traumatic experiences as a
group, the new meanings they create during that process can come together to change existing cultures or
create new ones.

Vivid and engaging, Escape to Miami gives voice to the untold stories of Guantánamo. This book is a must-
read for anyone interested in policy, Latin American history, and human rights.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Young:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world
always try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the
book. One of them is this Escape to Miami: An Oral History of the Cuban Rafter Crisis (Oxford Oral History
Series).

Billy Stinson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a book. The book Escape to Miami: An Oral History of the Cuban Rafter Crisis (Oxford Oral
History Series) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book offers high quality.

Jennifer Randolph:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by
searching from it. It is referred to as of book Escape to Miami: An Oral History of the Cuban Rafter Crisis
(Oxford Oral History Series). You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it
could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Pamela Stanley:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the book
Escape to Miami: An Oral History of the Cuban Rafter Crisis (Oxford Oral History Series) we can take more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply



choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time
book Escape to Miami: An Oral History of the Cuban Rafter Crisis (Oxford Oral History Series). You can
more appealing than now.
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