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Analyzing the law of the talion--an eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth--literally, William Ian Miller presents an
original meditation on the concept of "pay back". Miller's unique theory of justice offers redemption via
retaliation. It espouses the view that revenge is a highly structured phenomenon that requires a deep
commitment to balance in order to get even in a strict but fair manner. As a result, we find that much of what
is assumed to be justice, honor and respect is just a way of providing a means of balancing or measuring
valuations. Moreover, according to its biblical roots, the law of the talion implies that the value of an eye can
only be matched with another eye, suggesting that body parts are to be considered units of valuation.
Pursuing this further, the talion seems to require such parts as a preferred means of payment. Thus body parts
have a justified claim not only as money, but as the most valued type of payment as well--by uniquely
fulfilling the most demanding (and thus most honorable) means of compensation. Applying this concept to
the real world, Miller argues that Shylock's pound of flesh wager can be justified circumstantially in The
Merchant of Venice and that blood oaths effectively ensure the most lasting bonds of trust over time. He also
analyzes other societies and cultures, comparing the ancient and seemingly more primitive with their modern
counterparts, by gauging the role of the talion, as a means of maintaining honor within them. Sadly, the
ancient and more primitive seem to have functioned more righteously, for the most part, because the
execution of violent retaliation was tightly controlled by the talion and accordingly limited its excesses.
William Ian Miller is the Thomas G. Long Professor of Law at the University of Michigan Law School. He
has also taught at Harvard, Yale, Chicago, and the Universities of Bergen and of Tel Aviv. The recipient of a
J.D. and a Ph.D. in English, both from Yale, Professor Miller has written other books including Faking It
CUP (2003), The Mystery of Courage (2000) and The Anatomy of Disgust (1967).
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From reader reviews:

Donna Gray:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Eye for an Eye?
Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
different opinion?

Raymond Phillips:

The guide with title Eye for an Eye includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot
of profit after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement
of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the
e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Kathryn Robinson:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a guide. The book Eye for an Eye it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks
that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space
to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Delbert Lambert:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Eye for an Eye can give you a lot of friends
because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Eye for an Eye.
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