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As a young White House correspondent during the Kennedy and Johnson years in Washington, D.C.,
Godfrey Hodgson had a ringside seat covering the last two great presidents of the United States, John F.
Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson, two men who could not have been more different. Kennedy’s wit and
dashing style, his renown as a national war hero, and his Ivy League Boston Brahmin background stood in
sharp contrast to Lyndon Johnson’s rural, humble origins in Texas, his blunt, forceful (but effective) political
style, his lackluster career in the navy, and his grassroots populist instincts. Hodgson, a sharp-eyed witness
throughout the tenure of these two great men, now offers us a new perspective enriched by his reflections
since that time a half-century ago. He offers us a fresh, dispassionate contrast of these two great men by
stripping away the myths to assess their achievements, ultimately asking whether Johnson has been
misjudged. He suggests that LBJ be given his due by history, arguing that he was as great a president as,
perhaps even greater than, JFK.
 
The seed that grew into this book was the author’s early perception that JFK’s performance in office was
largely overrated while LBJ’s was consistently underrated. Hodgson asks key questions: If Kennedy had
lived, would he have matched Johnson’s ambitious Great Society achievements? Would he have avoided
Johnson’s disastrous commitment in Vietnam? Would Nixon have been elected his successor, and if not,
how would American politics and parties look today? Hodgson combines lively anecdotes with sober
analyses to arrive at new conclusions about the U.S. presidency and two of the most charismatic figures ever
to govern from the Oval Office.
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From reader reviews:

William Riser:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably
you'll have this JFK and LBJ: The Last Two Great Presidents.

Charles Bax:

Here thing why this particular JFK and LBJ: The Last Two Great Presidents are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. JFK and LBJ: The Last Two Great Presidents giving you information
deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with
JFK and LBJ: The Last Two Great Presidents. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your
personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you.
You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of JFK and LBJ: The Last Two Great
Presidents in e-book can be your choice.

Kevin Hamby:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled JFK and LBJ: The Last Two Great Presidents can
be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Patricia Humes:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this JFK and LBJ: The Last Two Great Presidents
guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism JFK and LBJ: The Last Two Great Presidents as
good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by
its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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