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In a devastating critique Raymond Tallis exposes the exaggerated claims made for the ability of neuroscience
and evolutionary theory to explain human consciousness, behaviour, culture and society.

While readily acknowledging the astounding progress neuroscience has made in helping us understand how
the brain works, Tallis directs his guns at neuroscience’s dark companion – "Neuromania" as he describes it
– the belief that brain activity is not merely a necessary but a sufficient condition for human consciousness
and that consequently our everyday behaviour can be entirely understood in neural terms.

With the formidable acuity and precision of both clinician and philosopher, Tallis dismantles the idea that
"we are our brains", which has given rise to a plethora of neuro-prefixed pseudo-disciplines laying claim to
explain everything from art and literature to criminality and religious belief, and shows it to be confused and
fallacious, and an abuse of the prestige of science, one that sidesteps a whole range of mind–body problems.

The belief that human beings can be understood essentially in biological terms is a serious obstacle, argues
Tallis, to clear thinking about what human beings are and what they might become. To explain everyday
behaviour in Darwinian terms and to identify human consciousness with the activity of the evolved brain
denies human uniqueness, and by minimising the differences between us and our nearest animal kin,
misrepresents what we are, offering a grotesquely simplified and degrading account of humanity. We are,
shows Tallis, infinitely more interesting and complex than we appear in the mirror of biologism.

Combative, fearless and always thought-provoking, Aping Mankind is an important book, one that scientists,
cultural commentators and policy-makers cannot ignore.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Lowe:

The experience that you get from Aping Mankind: Neuromania, Darwinitis and the Misrepresentation of
Humanity may be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Aping Mankind:
Neuromania, Darwinitis and the Misrepresentation of Humanity giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having that Aping Mankind: Neuromania, Darwinitis and the
Misrepresentation of Humanity instantly.

Marie Boyd:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find book that
need more time to be study. Aping Mankind: Neuromania, Darwinitis and the Misrepresentation of
Humanity can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Maria Smith:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Aping Mankind: Neuromania,
Darwinitis and the Misrepresentation of Humanity can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Mary May:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books
in the top record in your reading list is actually Aping Mankind: Neuromania, Darwinitis and the
Misrepresentation of Humanity. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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