
Matters of Gravity: Special Effects and Supermen
in the 20th Century

Scott Bukatman

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=0822331195
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=0822331195
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=0822331195


Matters of Gravity: Special Effects and Supermen in the 20th
Century

Scott Bukatman

Matters of Gravity: Special Effects and Supermen in the 20th Century Scott Bukatman
The headlong rush, the rapid montage, the soaring superhero, the plunging roller coaster—Matters of Gravity
focuses on the experience of technological spectacle in American popular culture over the past century. In
these essays, leading media and cultural theorist Scott Bukatman reveals how popular culture tames the
threats posed by technology and urban modernity by immersing people in delirious kinetic environments like
those traversed by Plastic Man, Superman, and the careening astronauts of 2001: A Space Odyssey and The
Right Stuff. He argues that as advanced technologies have proliferated, popular culture has turned the
attendant fear of instability into the thrill of topsy-turvydom, often by presenting images and experiences of
weightless escape from controlled space.

Considering theme parks, cyberspace, cinematic special effects, superhero comics, and musical films,
Matters of Gravity highlights phenomena that make technology spectacular, permit unfettered flights of
fantasy, and free us momentarily from the weight of gravity and history, of past and present. Bukatman
delves into the dynamic ways pop culture imagines that apotheosis of modernity: the urban metropolis. He
points to two genres, musical films and superhero comics, that turn the city into a unique site of
transformative power. Leaping in single bounds from lively descriptions to sharp theoretical insights,
Matters of Gravity is a deft, exhilarating celebration of the liberatory effects of popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Grove:

This Matters of Gravity: Special Effects and Supermen in the 20th Century book is not really ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This particular Matters of Gravity: Special Effects and Supermen in the 20th Century without we
understand teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry Matters of Gravity: Special Effects and Supermen in the 20th Century can bring once you are and not
make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This Matters of Gravity: Special Effects and Supermen in the 20th Century having good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Stephanie Knowles:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Matters of Gravity: Special Effects and Supermen in the 20th Century the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Matters of Gravity: Special Effects and
Supermen in the 20th Century giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this
is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Jeffrey Primo:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Matters of Gravity: Special Effects and Supermen in the 20th Century can make you
experience more interested to read.

Joseph Vest:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Matters of Gravity: Special Effects
and Supermen in the 20th Century to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading



expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book
and go through it. Beside that the book Matters of Gravity: Special Effects and Supermen in the 20th Century
can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the
time.
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