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After the economic disaster of the Great Leap Forward that claimed tens of millions of lives from
1958–1962, an aging Mao Zedong launched an ambitious scheme to shore up his reputation and eliminate
those he viewed as a threat to his legacy. The stated goal of the Cultural Revolution was to purge the country
of bourgeois, capitalistic elements he claimed were threatening genuine communist ideology. Young
students formed the Red Guards, vowing to defend the Chairman to the death, but soon rival factions started
fighting each other in the streets with semiautomatic weapons in the name of revolutionary purity. As the
country descended into chaos, the military intervened, turning China into a garrison state marked by bloody
purges that crushed as many as one in fifty people.

The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962–1976 draws for the first time on hundreds of previously
classified party documents, from secret police reports to unexpurgated versions of leadership speeches. Frank
Dikötter uses this wealth of material to undermine the picture of complete conformity that is often supposed
to have characterized the last years of the Mao era. After the army itself fell victim to the Cultural
Revolution, ordinary people used the political chaos to resurrect the market and hollow out the party's
ideology. In short, they buried Maoism. By showing how economic reform from below was an unintended
consequence of a decade of violent purges and entrenched fear, The Cultural Revolution casts China's most
tumultuous era in a wholly new light.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Meadows:

The book The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976 make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book The Cultural
Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976 being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up
and read a guide The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Christopher Forney:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because just
their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Cultural Revolution: A People's History,
1962-1976 to read.

Jaime Friend:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Phyllis Granger:

Beside this specific The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976 in your phone, it can give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune.
It is good thing to have The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976 because this book offers to
you readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,
that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it
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