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He-Yin Zhen (1886–1920) was a female theorist who played a central role in the birth of Chinese feminism.
Editor of a prominent feminist-anarchist journal in the early twentieth century and exponent of a particularly
incisive analysis of China and the world. Unlike her contemporaries, He-Yin Zhen was concerned less with
China’s fate as a nation and more with the relationship among patriarchy, imperialism, capitalism, and
gender subjugation as global and transhistorical problems. Her bold writings were considered radical and
dangerous in her lifetime and gradually have been erased from the historical record. This volume, the first
translation and study of He-Yin’s work in English or Chinese, is also a critical reconstruction of early
twentieth-century Chinese feminist thought in a transnational context. The book repositions He-Yin Zhen as
central to the development of feminism in China, juxtaposing her writing with fresh translations of works by
two of her better-known male interlocutors.

The editors begin with a detailed portrait of He-Yin Zhen’s life and an analysis of her thought in comparative
terms. They then present annotated translations of six of her major essays, as well as two foundational tracts
by her male contemporaries, Jin Tianhe (1873–1947) and Liang Qichao (1873–1929), to which He-Yin’s
work responds and with which it engages. Jin Tianhe, a poet and educator, and Liang Qichao, a philosopher
and journalist, understood feminism as a paternalistic cause that “enlightened” male intellectuals like
themselves should defend. Zhen counters with an alternative conception of feminism that draws upon
anarchism and other radical trends in thought. Ahead of her time within the context of both modernizing
China and global feminism, He-Yin Zhen complicates traditional accounts of women and modern history,
offering original perspectives on sex, gender, labor, and power that continue to be relevant to feminist
theorists in China, Europe, and America.
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From reader reviews:

Angelita Estes:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this The Birth of Chinese Feminism:
Essential Texts in Transnational Theory (Weatherhead Books on Asia) to read.

John Newton:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
usually The Birth of Chinese Feminism: Essential Texts in Transnational Theory (Weatherhead Books on
Asia).

Alice Myers:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more
time to be study. The Birth of Chinese Feminism: Essential Texts in Transnational Theory (Weatherhead
Books on Asia) can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short time
problems.

Michael Ogden:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
you also know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this The
Birth of Chinese Feminism: Essential Texts in Transnational Theory (Weatherhead Books on Asia).
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