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Our attachment to ancient Mesopotamia (Iraq) and Egypt as the 'birthplace of civilization', where the
foundations of our own societies were laid, is as strong today as it has ever been. When the Iraq Museum in
Baghdad was looted in 2003, our newspapers proclaimed 'the death of history'. Yet the ancient Near East
also remains a source of mystery: a space of the imagination where we explore the discontents of modern
civilization.

In What Makes Civilization? archaeologist David Wengrow investigates the origins of farming, writing, and
cities in Egypt and Mesopotamia, and the connections between them. This is the story of how people first
created kingdoms and monuments to the gods - and, just as importantly, how they adopted everyday
practices that we might now take for granted, such as familiar ways of cooking food and keeping the house
and body clean.

Why, he asks, have these ancient cultures, where so many features of modern life originated, come to
symbolize the remote and the exotic? What challenge do they pose to our assumptions about power,
progress, and civilization in human history? And are the sacrifices we now make in the name of 'our'
civilization really so different from those once made by the peoples of Mesopotamia and Egypt on the altars
of the gods?
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From reader reviews:

Frank Hegarty:

The book What Makes Civilization?: The Ancient Near East and the Future of the West give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying
a book What Makes Civilization?: The Ancient Near East and the Future of the West being your habit, you
can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or
all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a guide What Makes Civilization?:
The Ancient Near East and the Future of the West. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Thelma Burke:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this What Makes Civilization?: The
Ancient Near East and the Future of the West book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know
this.

Jessica Rodriguez:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This What Makes Civilization?: The Ancient Near East
and the Future of the West can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Carol Rosborough:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You should
know that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to
provide you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this What
Makes Civilization?: The Ancient Near East and the Future of the West.
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