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As Christian leaders in the first through fifth centuries embraced ascetic interpretations of the Bible and
practices of sexual renunciation, sexual slander—such as the accusations Paul leveled against wayward
Gentiles in the New Testament—played a pivotal role in the formation of early Christian identity. In
particular, the imagined construct of the lascivious, literal-minded Jew served as a convenient foil to the
chaste Christian ideal. Susanna Drake examines representations of Jewish sexuality in early Christian
writings that use accusations of carnality, fleshliness, bestiality, and licentiousness as strategies to
differentiate the "spiritual" Christian from the "carnal" Jew. Church fathers such as Justin Martyr, Hippolytus
of Rome, Origen of Alexandria, and John Chrysostom portrayed Jewish men variously as dangerously
hypersexual, at times literally seducing virtuous Christians into heresy, or as weak and effeminate, unable to
control bodily impulses or govern their wives.

As Drake shows, these carnal caricatures served not only to emphasize religious difference between
Christians and Jews but also to justify increased legal constraints and violent acts against Jews as the
interests of Christian leaders began to dovetail with the interests of the empire. Placing Christian
representations of Jews at the root of the destruction of synagogues and mobbing of Jewish communities in
the late fourth and early fifth centuries, Slandering the Jew casts new light on the intersections of sexuality,
violence, representation, and religious identity.
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From reader reviews:

Kiley Kaufman:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Slandering the Jew: Sexuality and Difference in Early Christian Texts
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion).

James Buscher:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Slandering the Jew: Sexuality and Difference
in Early Christian Texts (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Charles Smith:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Slandering the
Jew: Sexuality and Difference in Early Christian Texts (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion)
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled
Slandering the Jew: Sexuality and Difference in Early Christian Texts (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient
Religion)is the one of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever
know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily
to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Michael Ramsey:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Slandering the Jew: Sexuality
and Difference in Early Christian Texts (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) can be the solution,
oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading
in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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