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This book radically refigures the conceptual and formal significance of childhood in nineteenth-century
English poetry. By theorizing infancy as a poetics as well as a space of continual beginning, Ruderman
shows how it allowed poets access to inchoate, uncanny, and mutable forms of subjectivity and art. While
recent historicist studies have documented the "freshness of experience" childhood confers on 19th-century
poetry and culture, this book draws on new formalist and psychoanalytic perspectives to rethink familiar
concepts such as immortality, the sublime, and the death drive as well as forms and genres such as the
pastoral, the ode, and the ballad. Ruderman establishes that infancy emerges as a unique structure of feeling
simultaneously with new theories of lyric poetry at the end of the eighteenth century. He then explores the
intertwining of poetic experimentation and infancy in Wordsworth, Anna Barbauld, Blake, Coleridge,
Erasmus Darwin, Sara Coleridge, Shelley, Matthew Arnold, Tennyson, and Augusta Webster. Each chapter
addresses and analyzes a specific moment in a writers’ work, moments of tenderness or mourning, birth or
death, physical or mental illness, when infancy is analogized, eulogized, or theorized. Moving between
canonical and archival materials, and combining textual and inter-textual reading, metrical and prosodic
analysis, and post-Freudian psychoanalytic theory, the book shows how poetic engagements with infancy
anticipate psychoanalytic and phenomenological (i.e. modern) ways of being in the world. Ultimately,
Ruderman suggests that it is not so much that we return to infancy as that infancy returns (obsessively,
compulsively) in us. This book shows how by tracking changing attitudes towards the idea of infancy, one
might also map the emotional, political, and aesthetic terrain of nineteenth-century culture. It will be of
interest to scholars in the areas of British romanticism and Victorianism, as well as 19th-century American
literature and culture, histories of childhood, and representations of the child from art historical, cultural
studies, and literary perspectives.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Bagwell:

This The Idea of Infancy in Nineteenth-Century British Poetry: Romanticism, Subjectivity, Form (Routledge
Studies in Romanticism) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will
get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Idea
of Infancy in Nineteenth-Century British Poetry: Romanticism, Subjectivity, Form (Routledge Studies in
Romanticism) without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't become worry The Idea of Infancy in Nineteenth-Century British Poetry: Romanticism,
Subjectivity, Form (Routledge Studies in Romanticism) can bring when you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This
The Idea of Infancy in Nineteenth-Century British Poetry: Romanticism, Subjectivity, Form (Routledge
Studies in Romanticism) having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Nancy Sena:

The Idea of Infancy in Nineteenth-Century British Poetry: Romanticism, Subjectivity, Form (Routledge
Studies in Romanticism) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing The Idea of Infancy in Nineteenth-Century
British Poetry: Romanticism, Subjectivity, Form (Routledge Studies in Romanticism) however doesn't forget
the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can
be one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Kevin Strickland:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that
need more time to be go through. The Idea of Infancy in Nineteenth-Century British Poetry: Romanticism,
Subjectivity, Form (Routledge Studies in Romanticism) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by
an individual who have those short time problems.

Amy Terrell:

You will get this The Idea of Infancy in Nineteenth-Century British Poetry: Romanticism, Subjectivity, Form
(Routledge Studies in Romanticism) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can
to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by



written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get
more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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